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on its feet. It has a network of quite good paved and unpaved 
roads which are well used by the growing number of Mongo-
lians owning a car. Some kilometers north of Ulaanbaatar, the 
GORKHI-TERELJ national park, a popular detination both for 
tourists and Mongolian trippers, is situated. 
There are many deposits of coal, iron ore, lead, tungsten, rocky 
crystal, spar, turquoise, azurite, mica, chalcedony, tin, gold and 
copper. Tuv aimag produces 22 percent of grain production, 
and 35 percent of vegetable production of Mongolia.

H istorie     

Tuv Aimag was established in 1931 as a province. The system 
of aimags (the Mongolian word for province) was first establis-
hed under the domiation of China and continued even after 
independece was declared in 1911.

C limat     E

Located at about 1 500m above sea level, the winters in Tuv 
Aimag are very cold (daily average -25° C). Most of the preci-
pitation falls in summer, annual average precipitaion is about 
300mm in the flats and 400mm in the mountainious areas. 
Summers get quite hot at an average daily temperature of 
20° C.  

T o p ogra    p h y

Arround Ulaanbaatar, mountains rise over 2800m. The area 
north of Ulanbaatar in which the GORKHI-TERELJ national park 

Region

F acts                                                                                                          

Surface:		 	 74.000 sqkm
Inhabitants:		  111.000 (without Ulaanbaatar)
Center:			   Zuunmod Town		
Life Expectancy:	 67 (F) / 62 (M)
Language:		  Mongol
Religion:		  Buddhist Lamaist 50%
	 	 	

i n troductio         n                                                                

Tuv (central) Aimag ia situated arround Ulaanbaatar, which is 
an autonomous municipality. It has a quite good infrastruc-
ture, as lots of roads and governmental structures still remain 
from the communist era, when Soviet funds kept the country 

is situated is also known as „Mongolian Switzerland“, due to 
its mountainious topographie. The valleys in this area are still 
used by nomad families as winter camps, as the mountains of-
fer good wind protection.
The south-western part is flat steppe terrain. The soil is pale 
brown and very fertile. The area around Ulaanbaatar is over-
pasturized and the soil shows visible scars of the herds, which 
are driven to the city to feed the fast growing population.

V egetatio        n                                                                                                                 

Various trees such as Siberian cedar, larch, poplar, sallick, pine 
grow in the basin of Khentii mountains. Common are apple 
manus, wild cherry, black currant, wild rose fruits, rare liquori-
ce, hippobopae, and medical herbs such as plaintain, bergenia, 
rooseroot, thorniopsis.

E th  n ical     G rou   p s

Ethnic groups enclude the Khaikh, the Kazakhs, and the Barga.
Arround Ulaanbaatar, many seminomadic or permanent settle-
ments are to be found, many of them serving as trading posts 
for the nomadic families. The big number of lamaistic buddhist 
monasteries, which used to be in this area before the stalinist 
purges in the 1930s, are partly been restored as the lamaistic 
buddhist religion gains back its importance,

Pic. 4+5: the roots of the Nadaam festival are the preparations for looting cam-
paigns in the times of Chengis Khan.

Pic. 1: map

Pic. 2: horse racing outside of Ulaanbaatar
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